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I'm a little late, but Happy New Year
everyone!

2026 has begun. When the new year begins, it
can be hard to get used to writing the new date.

I’'m still not used to the Japanese dating system.
This is due to the order of the dates being
different. Unlike Japan’s “Month / Day / Year,”
Australian English uses “Day / Month / Year.”
That is why when | receive event invitations, or
when | check product expiry dates at the grocery
store, it takes me a little while to read the dates.

Another thing I’'m still not used to is snow. | got to
see snow for the first time in my life in Nagano
City last month. That first time, | remember
feeling as if the world magically transformed while
we were asleep. The memory of walking to work
amidst the falling snow is still fresh in my mind.
It's become a very special memory to me. In the
December newsletter, | introduced the Australian
summer Christmas and spoke about how it's a
completely new experience for me to feel winter
during the end of year to start of the new year. I'm
really enjoying it; even in the harsh cold.

And with that everyone, let's remember to not
miswrite 2026 going forward!
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At the end of the
| year, my dad came

| look forward to
serving you this
year too.
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Because of the poor treatment of indigenous
peoples in the past, this is a sensitive day.
Ultimately, this day is not about celebrating the
suffering of Aboriginal people, but about

' celebratlng the goodness of modern-day Australia.
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Am | Ever Gonna See Your Face
Again? - The Angels (1977)
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> Am | ever gonna see your face again? )
. No way! Get f*cked! F*ck offl ,/
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Khe Sanh
- Cold Chisel (1978)
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Beds Are Burning - Midnight Oil (1987)
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Dumb Things
- Paul Kelly (1987)
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Untouched
- The Veronicas (2007) %
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Can’t Get You * )
Out of My Head '

- Kylie Minogue ;) I'\
(2001) x i3 8
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The Sweet Disposition
- The Temper Trap (2009) x
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NagaMERU Charm

On this page, I hope to introduce a point I
£ind interesting between Nagano and Melbourne.

Today's Topic
Australian Music
(& Radio Culture)

In the last issue | introduced the Australian
summer Christmas, so this time, I'd like to talk
about a related topic—Australian music.

. -
Readers are probably aware by now that while Australian music*

it is winter in Japan, it is summer in Australia.
Similarly, readers will also likely remember
from the 3rd issue that our summer holidays
occur in January.

If | asked you about Australian music artists,
would you be able to name any?

It's a question that befuddles people outside
of Australia. Despite Australia having a rich
music history, it often fails to penetrate
overseas, and in the case that it does,
Australian artists usually get mistaken for
American artists (how sad!)

Because it's the summer holidays, January in
Australia is quite a laidback period. Having a
barbeque in the backyard and listening to the
radio are some common things we do to relax
during the summer. In my home, because the
radio is always left on, | can’t imagine
summertime without it. If you asked any
Australian what the sound of summer is, many
would likely reply with “music from the radio.”
This is because the radio countdown event
“Triple J's Hottest 100” is held annually every
January.

Music is one of those things that can cross
language boundaries and bring people
together. My original impetus for self-studying
Japanese was because of Japanese music.
Thus, | know how powerful music can be. A
single song can have the power to influence
the direction of your life.

Triple J is a radio station for young people, and

it is broadcasted country wide. As mentioned

before, they host a famous song ranking _ _ _ _
program every year. In this program, they So today, just like Triple J, I'd like to
collate the biggest hits of last year and count introduce you to some big Australian hits.
them down from No. 100 to No. 1. For many If there are any songs that strike your
Australians, this program is something to look  fancy how about giving them a listen?
forward to. Since Triple J is an Australian radio

program, they actively
promote local Aussie Scroll to the next page!

music artists.

06
Image: Triple J Logo



Am | Ever Gonna See Your Face
Again? - The Angels (1977)

One of the most iconic Australian rock
songs. This song has a longstanding tradition
which makes it unique. When The Angels
played this song in a pub in Mount Isa, a Khe Sanh

man in the crowd started heckling after each - Cold Chisel (1978)
chorus. It would go like this:

Cold Chisel is one of the most well-known

) Am | ever gonna see your face again? ) Aussie bands in the country. This song tells

. No way! Get f*cked! F*ck off! the story of an Australian veteran struggling

to adjust to life after returning from the

Since then, this heckle caught on, and now Vietnam War. The title refers to the

every time we Australians hear this song we historical site of a battle in Vietham, Khe

all shout along. | think the way the band Sanh. Like many of the 70-80s songs on

encouraged this chant rather than resisting it this list, it's popular with people the same
shows how Australians like to joke around and age as my dad.

have fun. Please try shouting along!

Need You Tonight
Working Class Man - INXS (1987) %

- Jimmy Barnes (1985)

Although INXS (“In Excess is an
internationally renowned 80s band, not
everyone knows they originated from
from his iconic gravelly voice? He is a Australia. This song has an ieonic riff that
huge icon in Australian history. This song popped ’lnto the guitarist Michael
is the quintessential example of “pub Hutchences head as .he yvas about to leave
rock’—music that plays on a jukebox in a for the airport in a taxi. I\/Ilehael rushed back
pub. Its also an example of how into his home and the taxi driver ended up

Australians favour the story of the waiting over an hour for him to finish
underdog over the hero, since this song is recording it! But it became a big hit, so it
about a blue-collared worker struggling to was worth itin the end J

make ends meet.

This song and Khe Sanh are sung by the
same person—Jimmy Barnes! Can you tell

Beds Are Burning - Midnight Oil (1987)

| love Midnight Oil! They have so many hits, but this song
managed to become internationally recognised, which is
surprising since it is about a very Australian problem—the
erosion of Aboriginal land rights. Peter Garrett (the singer)
and his bandmates wrote this song after witnessing the
unfair treatment of Aboriginal communities. In 2007, he
pivoted to politics and became the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and the Arts for the Labor Party!

k. Minw ]
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Dumb Things
- Paul Kelly (1987)

| love the high energy of this song. The
harmonica gives it a sound that really
makes you think of the outback. Paul Kelly
is considered an Australian country singer,
and just like Jimmy Barnes, he is also an
icon in Australian culture. This song is
about looking back on all the dumb
mistakes you’ve made in life.

Untouched
- The Veronicas (2007) %

While we don’t have idols like Japan does,
The Veronicas are perhaps our closest
example. They are a sister duo from
Queensland who debuted in the early
2000s. Millennials and Gen Z alike fondly
remember them and this song always gets

us hyped up. £

AT re\eronicasisharc il
thembirthdayswith(Christmas]Dayl p

Finally,

Out of all bands of Australian origin, AC/DC has to
be the most famous, without a doubt. However,
they are often mistaken for being from America.
Real Australian fans know them by the nickname
“Acca Dacca.”

My message to everyone: if you hear
someone claim that AC/DC is American,
please correct them!

> Available on JOYSOUND!

Can’t Get You * )
Out of My Head '

- Kylie Minogue ;) I'\
(2001) x s

There’s a nickname for Kylie Minogue—
Queen Kylie. She is probably the biggest
female pop star to emerge from Australia.
Originally an actor for an Australian soap
opera, she began making pop music from
the 80s onwards. Her music is known for
being extremely danceable and catchy. She
was born in Camberwell, a suburb only 30
minutes away from mine! I'm a huge Kylie
stan O

The Sweet Disposition
- The Temper Trap (2009) x

Out of the songs named in this list so far,
this one is probably my favourite. For
someone who grew up in the 2000s, | have
a deep connection to it. It's an emotionally
moving song all about living life to the
fullest. This Melbourne band performed this
song live at the AFL Grand Final in 2012.
Being able to experience this song in
person is an unforgettable memory for me.
Please give it a listen!

{ KCAC/DC’s
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“How was
New Year's?” “Yeah nah, it was
F#EE; e heaps good.”
1e27? | (. Hob% —%
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.«fhr A heaps good HoEPRL
e \v
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“What flavour are “| dunno, heaps fun HoBpELL
you gonna get?”  there’s heaps.”
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: heaps of... 1c<TAD...
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Let's play with real Aussie slangl!

When it comes to Australian English, our slang is said to be more ’ A
distinctive when compared to other varieties of English. l
eing in

Because slang develops fast, it can be hard to learn it without _—
the country itself. On this page, I’Il introduce some modern Australian ‘
words and slang so that you can speak |ike an Australian. '

Today's Word

Although “heaps” is slang, it’'s also a modifier. You can use it like the Japanese
THo5%1 or =< TAJ . The most standard phrase is the grammatically
incorrect “heaps good.” If you want to say it correctly, it would be “very good.”
You can also use “heaps” to mean a lot of something, like heaps of people, or

heaps of cars, etc.

heaps

Meaning: very; a lot

“How was
New Year's?” “Yeah nah, it was
heaps good.” Quick look
.ﬁf m heaps good HoEHPRL
- \v4
L= Wi heaps bad Ho>ERFEL

13 )E( \
What flavour are heaps fun HoEPELL

you gonna get?” I'dunno

there’s heaps.” heaps <A

heaps of... 1c<TAD...
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That” s it!

See you next
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