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Hello!

How have you been?

This month marks my fourth month of working in
Nagano City as a CIR. Even though I'm still not
used to things yet, | feel like my life has changed
for the better in a way | couldn’t have imagined.
The kinds of relationships you can form while
doing the JET Programme are quite amazing. I'm
so glad | applied for this opportunity, as | have
been able to meet so many kind people here. |
think I'll be sad when it's over.

It's vital to push yourself outside of your comfort
zone and try new things, as it's often the most
difficult things which yield the highest rewards.
Life outside of your home country is wider than
you think. Just think about the friends or even
partners you've yet to meet! Isn’t that exciting? <’

Y Usuyoki
(Matsumoto-style
savoury pancokes)
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_— On this page,

Today's Topic

\“*?i:\;:]
e\ar

School y
& exams

Although my high school days are long over, I'd
like to talk about the school year in this issue.
Whenever the end of the year approaches I'm
always reminded of exam season, and before |
became a CIR, | was a home tutor, so | sometimes
wonder how my past students are doing.

L2

There’s a tendency to think that we start school
from September like America does, but just like
the seasons in Australia, we have our own unique
school term too.

Have a look at the table below!

From this table you’ll be able to see the points of
similarities and differences between the Japanese
and Australian school year.

First, school starts in April in Japan, so that makes
it the middle of spring. Australia on the other hand
starts from January. Since we start at the end of
January, that makes it late summer.

So in Australia, the school term starts in January
and ends in December. I've always believed this to

NagaMERU Charm

I hope to introduce a point I

fi/ find interesting between Nagano and Melbourne.

poinia

Going to school during the harsh Aussie
summer is torture! To this day, the memory of
coming home with my uniform drenched in
sweat and wanting nothing more than to eat
ice-cream is burned into my mind.

Exam season

Il now pivot to the topic of exams in high
school. Although Japan might go with calling it
‘entrance exam season,” I'll be calling it “exam
season” to better reflect the situation in
Australia. In Australia, we do not take entrance
exams to get into university. Instead, Year 12
students (17~18) will take end-of-year exams for
each of their subjects, and the combined
weighted result of those exams determine
whether or not a student can progress to their
university of choice. The scoring system differs
between states, but the basic structure remains.

ATAR is Victoria’s academic ranking score
system and is similar to Japan’s deviation value
system. It is ranked on a scale of 0.00% to
99.95%, however, this score does not measure
academic ability, rather it indicates where a
student’s grade ranks relatively within the entire
cohort of that school year. The subjects you take

be logical, although, | wish | could have and even your area can largely affect your
experienced the Japanese school term as well. ATAR score. .
e
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My experience

I's a little embarrassing to say this, but | took my
end-of-year exams without studying for them. It
was probably my way of rebelling against the
education system.

As | mentioned before, your ATAR is not
indicative of your academic ability. Just like
Japan’s deviation value, your area and school
also exerts massive influence. That is to say, if
you take the exams in an impoverished area, it
makes it harder to obtain a high score, and thus
makes it difficult to progress to tertiary education.

At that time, | went to public school in one of
those so called “impoverished areas.”

| felt like no matter how hard | tried, | wouldn’t be
able to get a score worth anything, which led me
to rebel against the ATAR system.

In saying that, however, | was able to enrol in my
preferred university and everything worked out in
the end. At the time, my high school self didn’t
realise that she learnt a valuable lesson: The
world isn’t fair, but that doesn’t mean you
should give up. You have to carve your own
path. | hope that my students know this too.

Everyone hod a rebellious phose, right? (;* %)
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Let's play with real Aussie slangl!

When it comes to Australian English, our slang is said to be more
distinctive when compared to other varieties of English.

sy

Because slang develops fast, it can be hard to learn it without eing“in
the country itself. On this page, I’Il introduce some modern Australian
words and slang so that you can speak |ike an Australian.

Today's Word

There are lots of phrases that indicate a thought in English, like / think, | believe, I feel, etc.
However, there is one other phrase in Australian English—*/ reckon.”

reckon

Meaning: to think

To be honest, | didn’t think this was a word unique to Australia,
but after meeting JET Programme participants from America and
England, I've been told that it is indeed an Aussie saying.

( ond subsequent 1Y, pul l ied for it lol)

But it's just so easy to say!
It rolls off the tongue way easier than / think or | feel.

o o ‘ When pronouncing “re,” do
| reckon it’ll start raining soon. ASRA’ not touch the roof of your
A mouth with your tongue |ike

you would for the Japanese
“"'re.” Instead, pucker your

She reckong she’ll get a 99 ATAR. . g2* lips for “r, then refox
- = . them at the “e” part.

For “She” and “He,” it b K ~\ /7 Whaddyu’
% For “She” oand “'He,” it becomes reckons. 1a) (8]
For “They” ond “We,” use reckon, \ F€CkOHQ
; ., (What do you
N N~ ) reckon?)
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Connect with us on social medial
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Nagano City Homepage |
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https://www.city. Nagano city

nagano.nagano.jp/ here!
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Instagram
REEVCE REHOD EPHE
Nogano Kankou — EESRE EE S
. EBFHOE - 7“1\ NBEHR EEHFREHRIRE
(TOUHSm PR) Nagano City tourism DiEHE. B
& event information Nagano CIR activities

and information

g _NTHLEL!
 EYESN
That” s it!

See you next
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